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Dear Kolping sisters, dear Kolping brothers, 
 
Celebrating our traditional World Day of Prayer will be another opportunity for us to 
remember that 50 years ago the International Kolping Society started its development 
cooperation work, spreading the ideas developed by Blessed Adolph Kolping in 
Germany 170 years ago in an ambitious and professional way to all continents of the 
world. Since 1969 KOLPING INTERNATIONAL has been an acknowledged partner in 
international solidarity work. A large variety of structures of cooperation and 
partnership of Kolping Families, district associations, diocesan associations and 
national associations has developed since then and all those involved can look back 
upon many decades of great accomplishments. The worldwide community of 
KOLPING INTERNATIONAL is made up of 400,000 members from multiple 
generations who are active in about 8,035 Kolping Families in more than 60 countries. 
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Together, we want to make our contribution to overcoming poverty and injustice in this 
world by providing “help for self-help“.  
 
We want to use this World Day of Prayer to gratefully remember the beatification of 
Adolph Kolping in 1991 and to pray for his canonization. In our prayers, we also want 
to be aware of the responsibility we have for this world, for God’s Creation. Just like 
Adolph Kolping, we want to “see the needs of the times and act adequately“. In the 
middle of the 19th century, Blessed Adolph Kolping helped to lift young people out of 
their misery, to empower them to take their life into their own hands, to make a living 
from their work and then to accept responsibility not only for themselves but also for 
their family, for the state, for society, and the Church and in doing so to help to make 
this world a better place. What was the secret behind the success of Adolph Kolping 
who managed to turn the modest beginnings of his association into an international 
association that is successful in providing “help for self-help“ to combat poverty, misery 
and poor education in the world? If you want to call it a secret, then it is certainly the 
connection between evangelization and providing a service to the world. It soon 
became evident to the “ordinary people“ that the Church must also care about the 
hardships of people and the needs of the times. Little by little, and admittedly very 
slowly, the decision-makers in the Church and society became aware of those needs 
and integrated them into their thinking and actions. In his short life, Adolph Kolping 
underwent various learning processes. In the beginning, he was convinced that the 
Journeymen’s Associations were meant to prepare the political work only, that the 
Journeymen’s Associations were to bring about a change of mind only and not a 
change of structures. As time went by, however, structural reform became more and 
more relevant to him. With this in mind, let us all help to make this world a better place 
to live for every individual and for the various societies on all continents. We shall do 
this in word and deed and also in our prayers. Let me invite you to use this year’s World 
Day of Prayer once again to make a worldwide prayer chain. Let us pray together to 
put before God the concerns of KOLPING INTERNATIONAL, of all national 
associations in the international Kolping community and of every Kolping sister and 
every Kolping brother. Let me thank all of you for your great commitment.  
 
Kind regards from Cologne  

 
Msgr. Ottmar Dillenburg 
General Praeses 
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KOLPING INTERNATIONAL 

In the year 1849 the catholic priest Adolph Kolping founded in Cologne an association 
for craftsmen journeymen. The purpose of the organization was to offer help to this 
group in dealing with the problems emerging from the industrial revolution.  
 
When Adolph Kolping died on the 4th of December 1865 the organization which had 
begun so modestly had at that time grown to include 400 groups and 24.000 members 
and had experienced a genuinely international expansion.  
 
In the following years, international development was repeatedly interrupted by wars 
in central Europe. This resulted in the expansion of the society being very much limited 
for many years to central Europe and a few Kolping Families in North and South 
America founded by immigrants of German origin.  
 
It was only after the Second World War that a second phase of international expansion 
began. 
This began with the resolution passed at the XXIII General Assembly of the 
International Kolping Society in 1968 in Salzburg. This called for intensifying the focus 
on the new international social issues emerging at that time and for the society to begin 
to get actively involved in development aid. These efforts were first concentrated in 
Latin America, but were soon to include Africa and Asia. In 1974 the first central 
organization outside of Europe, which was not founded by immigrants of German 
origin, as had been the case in the USA and Canada, was established in Brazil. It was 
made up of Brazilians coming from various different national origins. The common goal 
to try to solve social problems on the basis of the Christian faith was the binding 
element between them.  
 
This precedent in Brazil was soon to influence the founding of similar Kolping Families 
and National Kolping Societies first of all in neighboring Latin American countries and 
then in Africa and Asia. 
 
Since the disappearance of the lron Curtain in 1989 the International Kolping Society 
has viewed the establishment of independent national Kolping societies as an essential 
contribution to the rebuilding of civil societies in the former communist countries. In the 
meantime living society structures have been set up in many central and Eastern 
European countries, for example Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic, Rumania, 
Slovakia, Albania and so on. Pressing social needs are being addressed by people 
taking responsibility on themselves in areas such as youth and family work, general 
and professional education, support for small businesses and social work, as well as 
in the area of social and political education. 
 
From very small and modest beginnings this organization has grown to become today 
a world-wide Association with approximately 7.000 local groups and 400.000 members 
in more than 60 countries around the globe. In spite of such overwhelming increases 
and changing social contexts, the Kolping Association has remained true to the task it 
set itself from the beginning: today it is still working on the solution of the social 
question, whether this be on a national, local, regional or international level. 
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Fr. Adolph Kolping’s Life and Work  
 
Fr. Kolping's lifetime was shaped by drastic and far-reaching changes during the 
transition from the privilege-based agrarian society to the modern industrial society, 
which has been characterized all along by constant developments and 
transformations. This also affected Fr. Kolping's path of life: Due to multi-facetted and 
depressing experiences, the young craftsman, born on December 8, 1813, in Kerpen 
near Cologne, wants to go beyond his narrow sphere of his life and work. At the age 
of 23, he goes back to school, followed by theological studies at the university and the 
seminary, and finally his ordination to the priesthood on April 13, 1845. As curate in 
Elberfeld, Fr. Kolping finds his life's mission in the Catholic Young Men's Association, 
which was established there in 1846, and which he experienced and understood as a 
way to solve the social problems of that time. As Vicar at the Cathedral and Rector of 
the Minorite Church, Fr. Kolping worked in Cologne for the expansion of this 
Association from 1849 on. Verbally and in writing, he explored the questions of his time 
intensively. The objective of all his efforts is to come to terms with the problems of his 
time and to take part in the shaping of society. Thanks to his untiring commitment, his 
work grows rapidly; at the time of Fr. Kolping's death on December 4, 1865, more than 
400 Journeymen's Associations were spread over many parts of Europe. 
 
Fr. Kolping's work took place at the time of a far-reaching secularization process, which 
enormously reduced the significance of Christianity in the shaping of society; at the 
same time, and to a much greater extent, it also "liberated" people from traditional 
dependencies, but also "let them go" into spiritual and material poverty and a lack of 
orientation. Fr. Kolping's response to this challenge: "Christianity must conquer the 
world once again!" He logically expected salvation not primarily through changes in 
structures (reform of conditions) but sees the decisive step in shaping people (reform 
of attitudes): "Help bring about a better future by helping to provide the necessary 
education!” 
 
Under these conditions, it was natural for Fr. Kolping to gather people with the same 
problems and interests and to utilize the opportunity to build a community. Fr. Kolping 
wanted the Journeymen's Association to be a community of like-minded young people, 
which was to give its members suggestions and assistance to shape their own lives. 
 
The actual objective of the Association was to stimulate, accompany, and support 
young people to live their lives as "proficient Christians” in their occupations, their 
families, and in society. According to Fr. Kolping's vision, the actions of many proficient 
Christians should make it possible to gradually bring about a positive social change. 
The Association itself offered the necessary extent of "home", to actually create the 
prerequisite for the young people to make something of themselves. 
 
Correctly understood, Fr. Kolping's intentions and actions can definitely be placed 
under the formula: "Social transition through the changing of the individual". The 
Association itself is not more and not less than an instrument which, as Fr. Kolping 
emphasized time and time again, has to adapt to and come to terms with the 
challenges of any given time, without giving up the essential fundamentals. From this 
point of view will come the understanding of the history of the Association, which has, 
indeed gone through multi-facetted changes and developments, from the very first 
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beginnings of the Catholic Young Men's Association in Elberfeld to the international 
Kolping Association of today. 
 
Key dates in the life of Adolph Kolping 

08.12.1813 Born in Kerpen near Cologne 
 

1826 – 1837 Apprentice and journeyman of the shoemakers' 
craft 
 

1837 – 1841 Pupil of the Marzellen secondary school in 
Cologne 
 

1841 – 1844 University studies in Munich and Bonn 
 

1844 – 1845 Seminary in Cologne 
 

13.04.1845 Ordination to the priesthood Minorite Church in 
Cologne 
 

1845 – 1849 Chaplain and religion teaching in Wuppertal-
Elberfeld 
 

07/1847 Second Praeses of the Boy's club in Wuppertal-
Elberfeld 
 

10/1848 First publication "The association of 
journeymen, worth keeping in mind for all of 
those, who are truly interested in the welfare of 
the public" 
 

01.04.1849 Vicar of the Cathedral in Cologne 
 

06.05.1849 Foundation of the Cologne Association of 
Journeymen in the Kolumba school with 7 
journeymen 
 

01.01.1850 Editor of the "Rheinisches Kirchenblatt" and the 
"Katholischer Volkskalender" 
 

20.10.1850 Founding of the "Rhine Journeyman's union" 
 

1852 Travels to southern Germany and Austria 
 

01.04.1854 Publication of the “Rheinische Volksblätter" 
 

1856 Travels to Saxony, Hungary, Croatia ... 
 

02.04.1862 Rector of the Minorite Church 
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22.04.1862 Papal privy chamberlain 

 
1862 Trip to Rome to present his work to Pope Pius 

IX. 
 

04.12.1865 Date of death in Cologne 
 

27.10.1991 Beatification 
 

50 years of development cooperation  
 
Adolph Kolping used his numerous journeys to establish Catholic journeymen’s 
associations (that are now called Kolping Families) in many parts of Europe with the 
Catholic Journeymen’s Association reaching the remarkable number of 20,000 
members in journeymen’s associations in Europe and even one journeymen’s society 
in North America. In the years and decades that followed the Kolping Society basically 
remained an association of German-speaking members despite its growth in Europe 
and some Kolping Families that had been founded by German-speaking immigrants in 
North and South America, in Australia and South Africa. This changed after the 
International Convention of the International Kolping Society adopted a resolution in 
1968 that provided the basis for professional development cooperation of KOLPING 
INTERNATIONAL and aspired to establish the Kolping Society in other cultures and to 
put down roots there also. In his encyclical “Popolorum progressio“ published in 1967, 
Pope Paul VI outlined that the social question of the 19th century had developed into 
an international social question and as a consequence he called for the promotion of 
solidarity for the benefit of the whole world and of all people.  Delegates to the 
International Convention of the International Kolping Society in Salzburg in 1968 were 
stimulated to take up this idea by launching the so-called “Action Brazil” and founding 
a special organization for development aid which is today called KOLPING 
INTERNATIONAL Cooperation e.V., that coordinates Kolping’s development 
cooperation work from its headquarters in Cologne. In terms of promoting international 
solidarity, the Kolping Society has developed its own concept. Based on the original 
efforts made by the Kolping Society to solve the social question in Europe in the 19th 
century, the Kolping Society has been committed to establishing Catholic social 
associations that try to promote social justice in the individual countries on all 
continents. Since the early 1970s, KOLPING INTERNATIONAL has started to 
establish Kolping Families and national associations, first in Latin America and then 
also in Africa and Asia and after the Fall of the “Iron Curtain” in 1989 it also spread to 
Central and Eastern Europe. Thanks to people working together in Kolping Families it 
became possible to represent the interests of the poor and the marginalized and to 
make their concerns public. However, the principle of “help for self-help” takes 
precedence over any socio-political commitment. The Kolping Society defines itself as 
an association with education and training playing a key role. Its goals are to empower 
individual personalities to use their skills and capabilities in order to cope with the 
challenges of life and to base their work on the principles of subsidiarity and solidarity 
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that are applied in the community of Kolping Families. In addition to providing help for 
self-help, the Kolping Society as a Catholic social association also accepts 
responsibility in terms of participating in and contributing to society. An active player in 
civil society, the Kolping Society applies the principle of subsidiarity by getting involved 
in and for the benefit of society. On the local level, members of Kolping Families 
consider themselves part of an active community based on solidarity just like on the 
international level, KOLPING INTERNATIONAL considers itself a global community 
based on the principle of mutual solidarity. For fifty years now, Kolping Families and 
Kolping members in Europe and North America have supported Kolping activities and 
projects in those parts of our world that have been marked by severe poverty. It is 
impressive to see the great achievements of Kolping work in 61 countries where there 
are about 7,800 Kolping Families and 400,000 Kolping sisters and Kolping brothers. 
KOLPING INTERNATIONAL has meanwhile reached a size that Adolph Kolping would 
have never dreamed of and which we can all be very proud of.  
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Worldwide poverty needs a network of solidarity 
 
 
Education is crucial - education helps to fulfil life’s dreams 
 
Lack of education is a major cause of poverty. Those who get the chance to learn 
something and develop their skills can escape poverty. Therefore, Kolping supports 
education in all forms, especially the professional qualification of young people, in 
order to enable them to enter work and occupation. 
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Rich harvest through education 
 
Smallholder farmers are also supported with regular training sessions. They learn new 
cultivation methods, the production of high-quality organic compost, the cultivation of 
new field crops, and the processing of the products. 
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Microcredits strengthen self-help 
–       Microcredits create livelihoods 

 
The accompanying expert advice also plays a key role in the granting of small loans. 
Basic knowledge in accounting, price calculation and marketing help small 
entrepreneurs to be successful on the market in the long term. 
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Cysterns for a better future 

-    Fighting water shortages, overcoming poverty 

 

 

 

 

Cisterns store up to 60,000 litres of rainwater which can also be used as drinking water. 
They save the families tedious walks, and time that would otherwise be lacking 
elsewhere. Thanks to the water resources the families can among other things cultivate 
and sell vegetables thus securing a regular income.  
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… And here are a few more numbers from the 2018 Annual Report of KOLPING 
INTERNATIONAL Cooperation e.V.  

 
8,035 Kolping Families with around 400,000 members in a total of 60 countries form 

a worldwide community of solidarity 
 

9 full-time and 13 part-time employees (including 3 local advisors) attend the partner 
associations. 

 
There was 10 million € in revenue, around € 3,3 million in donations and 

approximately 6.7 million € in public funds which were spent for the project work. 
 

40 partner associations were supported (14 in Latin America, 12 in Africa, 7 in Asia 
and 7 in Central and Eastern Europe). 

 
12,003 single donors proved their trust in our worldwide project work, most of them 

are Kolping members. 
 

456 groups have supported the work of KOLPING INTERNATATIONAL Cooperation 
e.V. through fundraising campaigns, including Kolping Families, diocesan and district 

associations, schools, associations and companies 
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Holy Mass 

“You, follow me“ (verse chosen by Adolph Kolping on the occasion of the first mass he 
celebrated as an ordained priest) 

 

Entrance song:  

Greeting 
 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
A: Amen 

 
P: Our Father who is building His kingdom today through Jesus Christ and who is renewing 

the Church through His spirit, the Lord be with you!  
 
A: And also with you. 
 
Introduction and Kyrie: 

KOLPING INTERNATIONAL faces up to the multitude of problems and worries, to the 
hardships of people and the needs of our time all over the world. We do this in the spirit of 
Adolph Kolping who saw the hardships faced by young people at his time and who was fully 
committed to addressing their issues. His work was based on and guided by the Gospel. If we 
want to live up to his expectations today, our initiatives and activities must face up to the 
challenges of our time, which we must address in the spirit of Jesus Christ and His Gospel.  
 
 
For this, we ask Jesus for mercy: 
 
V: Lord Jesus Christ! You are the way and the truth and the life. We are often led astray on 

our ways.  
 
V/A: Lord, have mercy. 
 
V: Lord Jesus Christ! You want to give us light and life. Stay with us in the darkness of our 

everyday life.   
 
V/A: Christ, have mercy. 
 
V: Lord Jesus Christ! We follow you. Give us strength through your Holy Spirit.  
 
V/A: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life. 
 
A: Amen! 
 

Gloria 
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Collect 
 
P: Let us pray! God, our Father, You called Blessed Adolph Kolping, a craftsman, to the 

priesthood, and You worked in him to help youths find a way to solve their religious and 
social conflicts. Grant that his prayers and his example help us to understand the 
conflicts of our times and give us the strength to overcome them.  We ask this through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your son, who lives and reins with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

 
A: Amen! 
 

Lesung: James 2, 14-17 

A reading from the letter of James 
 
14. How does it help, my brothers, when someone who has never done a single good act claims 
to have faith? Will that faith bring salvation? 
15. If one of the brothers or one of the sisters is in need of clothes and has not enough food to 
live on, 
16. and one of you says to them, 'I wish you well; keep yourself warm and eat plenty,' without 
giving them these bare necessities of life, then what good is that? 
17. In the same way faith, if good deeds do not go with it, is quite dead. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
A: Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
 
Gospel: Mt 5, 13-16 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
A: And also with you. 
 
A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew 
 
13. 'You are salt for the earth. But if salt loses its taste, what can make it salty again? It is good 
for nothing, and can only be thrown out to be trampled under people's feet. 
14. 'You are light for the world. A city built on a hill-top cannot be hidden. 
15. No one lights a lamp to put it under a tub; they put it on the lamp-stand where it shines for 
everyone in the house. 
16. In the same way your light must shine in people's sight, so that, seeing your good works, 
they may give praise to your Father in heaven. 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
A: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Homily: 
 
“You, follow me“ 
 
Dear Kolping sisters, dear Kolping brothers,  
 
Adolph Kolping chose this verse from the Gospel of John (John 21:20) on the occasion of the 
first mass which he celebrated as an ordained priest in 1845. It is the call of the Lord to the 
disciples to change their life. Peter and the other disciples realize how important it is for them 
to remain close to Jesus Christ and to reorient their life. They are saints who faced up to the 
challenges of everyday life, who were not conformist and who did not conjure up excuses why 
something was not possible. They are saints who follow God’s call to change their life. People 
who follow the Word of God quite often manage to escape the monotony of life and to open 
their eyes to what really matters in life. This is what happened to the disciples when they 
followed Jesus and this is what happened to Adolph Kolping in the 19th century. This is also 
an example for us when we face the challenges of everyday life and tackle them in the light of 
the Gospel. 
 
 
“The first step is always the hardest!“ – this is what Adolph Kolping liked to say. In this context 
it is about listening to His call to follow him, to understand and to put it into practice. It is about 
giving God a proper place in our life. Those who first try to integrate God’s call into their own 
plan of life, into their own way of looking at things and to put it into a certain perspective may 
run the risk of missing the call of God. God cannot be moulded to your liking or adapted. Adolph 
Kolping was aware of this fact and accepted it after some inner struggle, which finally enriched 
his spiritual life enormously. God is calling. Adolph Kolping heard this call and then acted. He 
abandoned his plan to become an academic teacher and accepted his real vocation of caring 
about the social challenges of his time by caring for the journeymen and in so doing, 
contributing his part to solving the problems of his time such as the social question. What was 
the secret behind the success of Adolph Kolping who managed to turn the modest beginnings 
of his association into an international association? Today KOLPING INTERNATIONAL 
continues to provide “help for self-help“ and to combat poverty, misery and poor education in 
the world. If you want to call it a secret, then it is certainly the connection between 
evangelization and providing a service to the world. It soon became evident to the “ordinary 
people“ that the Church must also care about the hardships of people and the needs of the 
times. Little by little, and admittedly very slowly, the decision-makers in the Church and society 
became aware of these needs and integrated them into their thinking and actions. In his short 
life, Adolph Kolping underwent various learning processes. At first, he was convinced that the 
Journeymen’s Societies were meant to prepare the political work only, that the Journeymen’s 
Societies were to bring about a change of mind only and not a change of structures. As time 
went by, structural reform became more and more important to him. He used to say that social 
suffering does not heal itself. Shortly before his death he spoke out very openly about the true 
victims in the murderous competition of industrialization. “When the masters are going to war, 
their subjects must bleed. The competitors push prices down, prices push wages down and 
the poor factory worker must see for himself how he will manage. What remains is the plain 
truth that the social question cannot be solved with mercy and charity but only with justice.“ At 
the time, Adolph Kolping was often like a “lone voice in the wilderness“ when he was presenting 
his ideas. Today, Pope Francis is one of those who keep reminding us of our responsibility to 
feed the hungry and give drink to the thirsty and to enable all people in the world to live a 
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decent life. He reminds us of the fact that it is unacceptable to ignore the misery in this world 
by accepting a “globalization of indifference “.  
 
“You, follow me!“, Sisters and Brothers, if you want to be called Christians, we must raise our 
voice accordingly. We must not keep still when we see the hunger, injustice and the misery in 
this world, we must stand up and articulate our values, our norms and ideas. It is right to ask 
the fundamental question why someone has become poor. It is right to ask the fundamental 
question why in this beautiful and rich world so many people are structurally underprivileged, 
it is right to ask the fundamental question why one billion people in this world go hungry and it 
is right to ask the fundamental question why so many young people are denied access to 
adequate education. And this ends up in a vicious cycle with poor education resulting in poor 
training or no training at all which again results in the fact that people cannot make a living 
from their work, that they remain poor, live in poverty and misery and that they go hungry. In 
the middle of the 19th century, Blessed Adolph Kolping helped to lift young people out of their 
misery, to empower them to take their life into their own hands, to make a living from their work 
and then to accept responsibility not only for themselves but also for their family, for society, 
the state and the Church and in doing so to help to make this world a better place. This is our 
mission with Adolph Kolping serving as our role model in doing what Jesus Christ asked us to 
do: “You, follow me!“ Amen!  
 
 
Creed 
 
General Intercessions 
 
Good Lord, you gave us Blessed Adolph Kolping as an example of how to live our faith and as 
an intercessor to be practicing Christians. As trusting people we ask you through his 
intercession:  
 
1. May all members of the Kolping Society, through their actions, spread the ideas of Adolph 
Kolping and the Good News to the people all over the world. Let us be aware that together we 
are the CHURCH, send us your spirit and help us that through us, people can experience your 
church in our society.  
 

 God our Father: Hear our prayer! 
 

 2. Good Lord, we pray for the young people and families in the more than 60 countries 
worldwide, in which the Kolping Society is presently involved. Give them the opportunity to 
grow up in humane circumstances and to find a way out of poverty. 
 

 God our Father: Hear our prayer! 
 
3. We pray for the poor in our country and in the One World that the structures, which generate 
poverty, are eliminated more and more, and that all those, who can give concrete help, will 
actually do so. 
 

 God our Father: Hear our prayer! 
 
 
4. We pray for all children who are forced to do child labour or military service out of necessity 
or who are exploited as child prostitutes. May they soon break free from the vicious cycle of 
misery. 
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 God our Father: Hear our prayer! 
 
5. We pray for those who have passed away, especially for our Kolping brothers and our 
Kolping sisters who we remain connected to beyond death. Good Lord, may they all find a 
place in Your kingdom.  

God our Father: Hear our prayer! 

 
We ask this through the intercession of Blessed Adolph Kolping and through Christ, our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
Offertory 
Prayer over the offerings: 
 
P: Let us pray! Father of mercy, we have these gifts to offer in honour of Blessed Adolph 

Kolping who bore witness to Your mighty power. May the power of the eucharist bring 
us Your salvation. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

 
R: Amen! 
 
Eucharistic Prayer II 
 
P: Father, it is our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give you thanks 

through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. He is the Word through whom you made the 
universe, the Saviour you sent to redeem us. By the power of the Holy Spirit he took 
flesh and was born of the Virgin Mary. 

 
 For our sake he opened his arms on the cross; he put an end to death and revealed the 

resurrection. In this he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people. 
 
 And so we join the angels and the saints in proclaiming your glory as we sing (say): 
 
Sanctus 
 
P: Lord, you are holy indeed, the fountain of all holiness. Let your Spirit come upon these 

gifts to make them holy, so that they may become for us the body + and blood of our 
Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 
Before he was given up to death, a death he freely accepted, he took bread and gave 
you thanks. He broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 

 
Take this, all of you, and eat it: This is my body which will be given up for you. 

 
When supper was ended, he took the cup. Again he gave you thanks and praise, gave 
the cup to his disciples, and said: 

 
Take this, all of you, and drink from it, This is the cup of my blood, The blood of the new 
and everlasting covenant. It will be shed for you and for all, So that sins may be forgiven. 
Do this in memory of me. 

 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 

 
R: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
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P: In memory of his death and resurrection, we offer you, Father, this life-giving bread, this 

saving cup. We thank you for counting us worthy to stand in your presence and serve 
you. May all of us who share in the body and blood of Christ be brought together in unity 
by the Holy Spirit. 

 
 Lord, remember your Church throughout the world; make us grow in love, together with 

N. our Pope, N. our bishop, and all the clergy. 

 Remember our brothers and sisters who have gone to their rest in the hope of rising 
again; bring them and all the departed into the light of your presence. 

 Have mercy on us all: make us worthy to share eternal life, with Mary, the virgin mother 
of God, with the apostles, and with all the saints who have done your will throughout the 
ages. May we praise you in union with them, and give you glory through your Son, Jesus 
Christ. Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honour 
is yours, almighty Father,for ever and ever. 

R: Amen.  

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Agnus Dei 
 
P: Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
R: have mercy on us. 
P: Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
R: have mercy on us. 
P: Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
R: grant us peace. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
 
Prayer for the Canonization of Blessed Adolph Kolping 
 
Dear God! 
 
You gave us Blessed Adolph Kolping as an intercessor and a role model. His life found 
fulfilment in caring for young people in religious and social difficulties.  
 
His concern was to understand work, family and society in the light of our faith. He considered 
helping one another within the community to be the expression of the Christian love for one’s 
neighbour. 
 
We beseech you: Help us work together in the International Kolping Society to overcome 
poverty, injustice and hopelessness. Help us to defend human life and protect marriage and 
family to be the salt of the earth and a light for the world.  
 
Fulfil our hope of being able to honour Adolph Kolping as a Saint throughout the whole Church 
in all languages and nations. Let us, through faith, hope and love, work towards bringing to 
perfection Your kingdom in this   world.  
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For this we pray through Christ, our Lord. Amen  
 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 

P: Let us Pray! Lord, may we who are renewed by these mysteries follow the example of 

Blessed Adolph Kolping who worshipped you with love and served your people with 

generosity. Trough Christ our Lord.  
R: Amen! 
 
Blessing 
 

Final Song: 
 
Kolpingsong 

 
2. A cobbler, going through the world, 
 with heart sincere and true. 
 /: He made new shoes repaired them too. :/ 
 /: Father Kolping, we love you! :/ 
 
3. The priesterhood was his heart’s desire. 
 God granted him this grace. 
 /: See, what great work he set apace. :/ 
 /: Father Kolping, we love you! :/ 
 
4. A father to his journeymen, 
 he wished so much to be. 
 /: He took them for his family. :/ 
 /: Father Kolping, we love you! :/ 
 
5. Father Kolping, zealous priest of God, 
 Be with your friends today. 
 And joining hands, we brothers pray, 
 And joining hands, we sisters pray: 
 /: Father Kolping, we love you! :/ 


