
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Mass 

for the 30th anniversary 

of the beatification 

Adolph Kolping 
  



THEME: Appreciation of Unity in Diversity for establishing One 
Global Kolping-brotherhood  

 
Procession from the entrance 
 
Entrance Song  “You make my day” 
 
Welcome 
 
Liturgical Greeting  
 
C: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
A: Amen 
 
C: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the Communion of 

the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
 
A: And also with your spirit 
 
Introduction:  
 
Kyrie 
 
C: Lord have Mercy, 
A: Lord have Mercy. 
 
C: Christ have Mercy, 
A: Christ have Mercy. 
 
C: Lord have Mercy, 
All: Lord have Mercy. 
 
Gloria   “Lord I lift your name on high” 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
C: Let us Pray, 
 God, Our Father, thank you for the opportunity given to us to reaffirm our 

commitment to Universal brotherhood, Your Son set an example by His words 
and deeds, embracing, and extending His helping hand to those who were in 
need of support and recognition. May we also relive the spirit of Jesus Christ, 
taking efforts to establish one Universal Human brotherhood through our words 
and deeds. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your son, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

 
A: Amen. 
 
  



 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
First Reading: Act of the Apostles 2: 1-11 
 
A Reading from Acts of the Apostles  
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And 
suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty winds, and it filled all the 
house where they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, 
distributed and resting on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other tongues, as the spirit gave them utterance. 
Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under 
heaven. And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, 
because each one heard hem speaking in his own language. And they were amazed 
and wondered, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?. And how is it 
that we hear each of us in his own native language?  Par’thians and Medes and 
E’lamites and residents of Mesopota’mia, Judea and Cappado’cia, Pontus and Asia, 
Phryg’ia and Pamphyl’ia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyre’ne, and 
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians, we hear them 
telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God. 
 
The word of the Lord 
 
A: Thanks to be God 
 
Responsorial Psalm “Zuhause” 
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:12-20 
 
A Reading from the first letter of St. Paul to 1 Corinthians 
 
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so its is with Christ.  For by one Spirit, we were all baptized 
into one body-Jews or Greeks, slaves or free- and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 
For the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot should say, 
“Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less 
a part of the body. And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong 
to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body.  If the whole body were 
an eye, where would be the hearing?  If the whole body were an ear, where would be 
the sense of smell? But as it is, God arranged the organs in the body, each one of 
them, as he chose.  If all were a single organ, where would the body be?  As it is, there 
were many parts, yet one body.  
 
The word of the Lord 
 
A: Thanks be to God 
 
  



Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia........ 
 
‘Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and give glory 
to your Father, who is in heaven. (Mt 5:16)’ 
 
Gospel: Mt. 14:13-21 
 
C: The Lord be with you 
A: And with you spirit 
 
C: A reading from the Hold Gospel according to St. Mathew 
A: Glory to you, O Lord! 
 
C: (Proclamation of Gospel) 
 
Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a lonely place apart. 
But when the Crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. As he went 
ashore, he saw a great throng; and he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 
When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a lonely place, and 
the day is now over; send the crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for 
themselves.” Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 
They said to him, “We have only five loaves here and two fish.” And he said, “Bring 
them here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass; and taking the 
five loaves and two fish he looked up to heaven, and blessed, and broke and gave the 
loaves to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And they all ate and 
were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces of left over. 
And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 
 
C: The Gospel of the Lord.  
 
A: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
Homily 
 

Dear Kolping sisters and Kolping brothers, 
 
well, originally, we had imagined things quite differently: a spectacular event with a 
pilgrimage to Rome, celebrating masses in various basilicas, social gatherings, an 
audience with the Holy Father, an International Board of Directors’ meeting with 
members meeting in-person, Kolping sisters and Kolping brothers crowding a place 
waving their banners, etc., etc.   
 
Now, what is left? Very little or, to quote the bible: “Five loaves of bread and two fish”. 
A digital meeting of the International Board of Directors and today a comparably 
small group of people gathering here in the Minorite Church with a few banners. We 
are certainly grateful for this digital and spiritual meeting and that it has been 
technically feasible but in the long run this is not enough for us analogous people.  
 
In this state of mind, allow me to ask him: Adolph Kolping, whose 30th anniversary of 
his beatification we are celebrating on this World Day of Prayer with this mass at his 



 

tomb in the Minorite Church, connected with you, dear Kolping brothers and Kolping 
sisters all over the world.  
 
I think he would state very clearly and directly: Well, do you think that during my 
lifetime things were happening like I had planned and intended them? I was facing 
enormous challenges and in a figurative sense I had not more than five loaves of 
bread and two fish: the vocation to the priesthood, the needs of the times and the 
misery of the journeymen, a frail health and a burning heart.  
 
Dear sisters and brothers, visualizing again and again the situation Adolph Kolping 
was facing encourages me to do what he was doing and to follow Jesus in what He 
asks us to do in the Gospel: Bring the few things you have, they will multiply with my 
blessing so that everyone will benefit. The impact Adolph Kolping’s work had 
continues to affect us in our modern world, giving us the courage, the energy and 
enthusiasm to help change things for the better.  Hopefully, we all know numerous 
examples ranging from social gatherings in Kolping Families and helping young 
people to receive a training to all kinds of concrete projects such as the ones 
presented to us as examples in the documents prepared by Kolping India on the 
occasion of today’s World Day of Prayer. I´m very grateful for the preparation of this 
mass by the Indian Kolping brothers and sisters and we are impressed, how Kolping 
India is practicing the idea of Adolph Kolping to help others through different 
struggles of life. 
 
I am happy and feel honoured to be part of this and to make my contributions as the 
successor to Ottmar Dillenburg and in line with previous General Praesides. I myself 
do not have a lot to offer but I will be happy to share the few things I have and am 
able to do and to ask God to multiply them when we stand together, help each other 
and work together. Por ejemplo, no hablo español, sólo un poquito, pero conozco las 
dos palabras más importantes: Somos Kolping. 
 
In his book “Let us dream“, Pope Francis writes about the lessons we can learn from 
the pandemic:  
 
“On the margins I have discovered so many social movements with roots in parishes 
or schools that bring people together to make them protagonists of their own 
histories, to set in motion dynamics that smacked of dignity. Taking life as it comes, 
they do not sit around resigned or complaining but come together to convert injustice 
into new possibilities. I call them ‘social poets’. In mobilizing for change, in their 
search for dignity, I see a source of moral energy, a reserve of civic passion, capable 
of revitalizing our democracy and reorienting the economy.”  
 
I fully endorse this appeal of the Holy Father:  
 
Don’t be discouraged if your plans were thwarted by the pandemic or when fate has 
struck a heavy blow against you. Let us not bury our head in the sand and let us not 
bemoan the few good things that exist. On the contrary, let us be committed to what 
Kolping people stand for and let us stand in a row with those the Pope refers to as 
“social poets”: Let us contribute the abilities we have and let us trust our saintlike 
Father of the Journeymen to accompany us on our journey and may God’s blessings 
be with us always.  
 
True Kolping  



The Profession of Faith “Help me Lord” 
 
Prayer of Intercession 
 
C: Almighty God, we are aware of our responsibility for life and the future of this 

earth and that we have been called to take decisions. For this, we need your help. 
 
 Trusting in the intercession of Adolph Kolping, we ask you: 
 
Response: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
 That we may acknowledge and cherish plural culture, language, and ethnicity to 

build up one human community, we pray to you O’ Lord. 

A: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
Following the footsteps of Blessed Adolph Kolping, we may become sensitive to 
the needs of the poor and respond correspondingly, we pray to you O’ Lord. 

A: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
That the leaders of the Church stand up against the provisions that restrains 
freedom of speech and freedom of religion, we pray to you O’ Lord. 

A: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
We specially pray for the Kolping International and Kolping National Associations 
that they may be guided by the spirit of the founder Blessed Adolph Kolping to 
accomplish the vision of life for all beyond territories and creed. Bless the 
International Kolping Team with good health, we pray to you O’ Lord. 

A: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
C: Merciful Father, we have submitted our petitions before you. Lord! You already 

know what we need and what we deserve. Shower your gifts upon us and grant 
us all what we need to build up a human society. This we ask through Christ our 
Lord. 

 
LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
Offering song  “Still” 
 
  



 

Prayer over the Offerings: 
 
C: Let us Pray 
 
Merciful Father, we have come around the table to commemorate the self- emptying 
sacrifice of Jesus Our Lord to redeem the humanity from all social injustices. As we 
have gathered as one family to offer ourselves to be an instrument of building human 
communities, we beseech you to accept our offering and sanctify all our efforts through 
the mighty power of the Eucharistic celebration. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
 
A: Amen. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 
Preface  
 
C: The Lord be with you 
A: And with your spirit. 
 
C: Lift up your hands. 
A: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
C: Let us give thanks to the Lord, Our God. 
A: It is right and just. 
 
C: It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give 

you thanks,  Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God … And so, with the 
company of Angels and Saints, we sing the hymn of your praise, as without end 
we acclaim: 

 
Sanctus   “Eres Santo” 
 
C: You are indeed Hold, O Lord, and all you have created rightly gives you praise, 

for through your Son our Lord Jesus Christ, by the power and working of the Holy 
Spirit, you give life to all things and make them holy, and you never cease to 
gather a people to yourself, so that from the rising of the sun to its setting a pure 
sacrifice may be offered to your name. 

 
C: Therefore, O Lord, we humbly implore you: by the same Spirit graciously make 

holy these gifts we have brought to you for consecration, that they may become 
the Body and + Blood of your Son our Lord Jesus Christ at whose command we 
celebrate these mysteries. 

 
 For on the night, he was betrayed he himself took bread, and giving you thanks 

he said the blessing, broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 
 TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT: FOR THIS IS MY BODY WHICH 

WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU. 
 



 In a similar way, when supper was ended, he took the chalice, and giving you 
thanks he said the blessing, and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying: 

 
 TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT: FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE 

OF MY BLOOD, THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL COVENANT, 
WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY FOR THE 
FORGIVENESS OF SINS.  DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME. 

 
C: The Mystery of faith 
 
A: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again 
 
C: In memory of his death and resurrection, we offer you, Father, this life-giving 

bread, this saving cup.  We thank you for worthy to stand in your presence and 
serve you.  May all of us who share in the body of Christ be brought together in 
unity by the Holy Spirit. 

 
 Lord, remember your Church throughout the world; make us grow in love, 

together with N. our Pope, N. our bishop, and all the clergy. 
 
 Remember our brothers and sisters who have gone to their rest in the hope of 

rising again; bring them and all the departed into the light of your presence. 
 
 Have mercy on us all: make us worthy to share eternal life, with Mary, the virgin 

mother of God, with the apostles, the Blessed  Adolph Kolping and with all the 
saints who have done your will  throughout the ages.  May we praise you in 
union with them, and  give you glory through your Son, Jesus Christ.  

 
Doxology 
 
C: Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honour 

is yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. 
 
A: Amen 
 
The Lord's Prayer 
 
Greeting of peace 
 
Agnus Dei   “For all you’ve done” 
 
C: Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world 
A: have mercy on us. 
 
C: Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world 
A: have mercy on us. 
 
C: Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world 
A: grant us peace. 
 



 

Communion  “Deep river of love” 
 
Hymn at the grave of Adolph Kolping (1-3) 
 
Prayer for the Canonization of Blessed Adolph Kolping 
 
Dear God! 
 
You gave us Blessed Adolph Kolping as an intercessor and a role model. His life found 
fulfilment in caring for young people in religious and social difficulties.  
 
His concern was to understand work, family and society in the light of our faith. He 
considered helping one another within the community to be the expression of the 
Christian love for one’s neighbour. 
 
We beseech you: Help us work together in the International Kolping Society to 
overcome poverty, injustice and hopelessness. Help us to defend human life and 
protect marriage and family to be the salt of the earth and a light for the world.  
 
Fulfil our hope of being able to honour Adolph Kolping as a Saint throughout the whole 
Church in all languages and nations. Let us, through faith, hope and love, work towards 
bringing to perfection Your kingdom in this   world.  
 
For this we pray through Christ, our Lord. Amen 
 
Hymn at the grave of Adolph Kolping (4-6) 
 
Final prayer 
 
C: The God of all, you have given us the opportunity to share and experience your 

selfless love towards humanity. Lord. Grant us the Grace to be sensitive to the 
needs and concerns of people affected by social, economic, political and health 
crisis. Give us the strength to be united with the people who needs our solidarity. 
We ask this through Christ our lord. 

 
Blessing 
 
Final Song: 
 
Kolping Song 



 

 
2. A cobbler, going through the world, 
 with heart sincere and true. 
 /: He made new shoes repaired them too. :/ 
 /: Father Kolping, we love you! :/ 
 
3. The priesterhood was his heart’s desire. 
 God granted him this grace. 
 /: See, what great work he set apace. :/ 
 /: Father Kolping, we love you! :/ 
 
4. A father to his journeymen, 
 he wished so much to be. 
 /: He took them for his family. :/ 
 /: Father Kolping, we love you! :/ 
 
5. Father Kolping, zealous priest of God, 
 Be with your friends today. 
 And joining hands, we brothers pray, 
 And joining hands, we sisters pray: 
 /: Father Kolping, we love you! :/ 
 

 

 

  



 

Our thanks go to the Kolping Association of India for the spiritual impulses for the 
Holy Service on the occasion of this year's World Day of Prayer of the Kolping 
Association with which we celebrate the 30th anniversary of Adolph Kolping’s 
beatification this year. 

 

Many thanks to the choir "Unlimited Voice Company", conducted by Mr. Gerald 
Meier, which provided the music for our festive Holy service and also underlined our 
internationality through the selection of songs. 

 

We thank Domradio for the competent technical support of our service, which in the 
first place has made possible a transmission to our Kolping sisters and Kolping 
brothers all over the world. 

 

In our thanks, we include all concelebrants, altar servers, sacristans, lectors, 
assistants, worshippers and banner bearers who contributed to the success of this 
festive Holy service. 

 

 


