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Disaster 
- an Introduction



Types of Disasters –
a few examples

Disasters

Natural 
Disasters

Earth Quake

Tsunami

Volcano

Flood

Cyclone

Extreme Weather

Drought

Man-made 
Disasters

Ethnic conflict

Oil spills

Nuclear 

Greenhouse gases

Terrorism
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India 
Disaster Profile 
and Vulnerability



The World Risk Index (WRI) 2022

The countries with the highest disaster risk worldwide are the Philippines (WRI 46.82), 
India (WRI 42.31), and Indonesia (WRI 41.46).



World Risk Index 2022 – Country Ranking

INDIA is prone to disasters due to number of
factors including adverse Geographical - climatic
conditions, topographic features, environmental
degradation, population growth, urbanization,
industrialization, non-scientific development
practices



Few key factors that make India susceptible to natural disasters

India's vast geographical diversity exposes it to a 

wide range of natural disasters. 

• It has coastal regions, mountains, plains, and 

plateaus, each with its own susceptibility to 

different types of disasters.

• Out of 7516 Km of Indian coasts line 5770 Km 

(76.76%) are highly vulnerable to natural hazards 

such as Cyclones and Tsunami.

• A total of ~59% of the land mass of India is prone 

to earthquakes of different intensities.

• As high as 68 percent of the cropped area in India 

is vulnerable to droughts

• An area over 40 million hectares (12 % of the 

land) is prone to floods.



4R’s of Disaster Management

Rescue ReconstructionRelief Rehabilitation

Search & Rescue 
Operations are 
carried out 
immediately after a
disaster strikes. 
Usually performed by 
the local volunteers, 
NGOs and emergency 
agencies. At times
even the Defense 
Forces are called on 
for help.

Attempts to return 
communities to 

improved pre-disaster 
functioning. It includes 

such as the 
replacement of 

buildings; infrastructure 
and lifeline facilities

Rehabilitation includes 
the provision of 

temporary public 
utilities and housing as 

interim measures to 
assist long-term 

recovery

Relief is immediate 
support provided to 
minimize suffering 
and provide basic 

human needs such as 
food, water and 

shelter.





Kolping Disaster Relief Fund (KDRF)
was established in the year 2010 to
support the victims affected by
natural and man-made disasters.

• Kolping India’s Intervention:

• Flood & Land Slide in Ooty (2009)

• Thane Cyclone (2011)

• South India Flood (2015)

• Ockhi Cyclone (2017)

• Kerala Floods (2018)

• Gaja Cyclone (2018) 

• Covid 19 Pandemic (2019)

• Flood in Warangal (2023)



COVID-19 Pandemic
Humanitarian Crisis & Kolping India’s Response 



• India has witnessed Two waves of Covid Infection

• The COVID-19 crisis had a devastating effect on all spheres of human life.

First Wave

• Covid First Wave has negatively impacted the country more extensively on socio-economic spheres. Beyond health related 

challenges the shock was felt more as a Livelihood Issue due to sudden enforcement of National Wide Lockdown.The 

repeatedly extended lockdowns has seriously affected the life and the livelihood of millions of poor families.

• Over 80% of the workers in the country are engaged in informal sector and majority of them are not covered by the social 

security measures. The lockdown during the pandemic left several thousands of migrants and casual labourers stranded 

with no work thus, there was an increase of vulnerability, deprivation, and hunger. 

• Majority of the Kolping members are engaged in self –promoted economic generation activities and they have lost their 

income due to prohibition of economic activities during the lockdown period. Thus, purchasing capability is reduced due to 

lack of sustained income.

COVID-19 in India 



COVID-19 in India 

Second Wave

• The second wave brought on health crisis along with livelihood and psychosocial 

issues due to lack of appropriate health infrastructure and unpreparedness of the 

country.

• Covid appropriate behaviour was not adhered at community level. The spread 

was reportedly attributed to mass gatherings at Election Rallies, Voting Booths, 

Religious Festivals etc

• Exposed the poor health Infrastructure of the country and ill preparedness of the Government to face the second 

wave. Many patients with covid symptoms were turned away due to insufficient medical facilities in the hospitals.

• There was an acute shortage of hospital beds, oxygen supply, medicines, and ventilators across the country for 

COVID-19 patients. As the case loads in second wave peaked, all the resources, including medical staff, 

infrastructure, testing capacity, medicines and medical oxygen were exhausted.

• Hospitals treating Covid patients ran out of oxygen in many parts of the country, resulting in deaths. 

• Several countries including Germany sent shipment of Covid-19 relief material to India. 



Kolping India’s Response

• Until March 2020, what seems to be a 
Health issue has turned out to become a 
Socio-economic problem with the sudden 
Nationwide Lockdown announced by Indian 
Government. The lockdown was further 
extended many times.

• As a consequence of lockdown measures 
and insensitivity of the policy makers, the 
poor people was much affected in terms of 
Covid deaths, livelihood loss, economic 
downturn.

• Kolping India felt the need to intervene in 
the crisis situation as felt by Kolping 
International Cooperation. A rapid need 
assessment was done based on which a 
project proposal was formulated and 
presented to Kolping International.

• The quick and favorable response to our 
proposal from Kolping International helped 
us to launch our Covid Emergency Relief 
Project



KOLPING CARES 
• ‘Kolping Cares’ as a brand was evolved during the 

lockdown period as a result of our sensitiveness 

to the needs of the people struggling. 

• The Covid Relief projects was carried out under 

the banner ‘Kolping Cares’

• Even amidst strict lockdown, Kolping India was 

able to reach out to people in need with the help of 

Kolping volunteers in 33 regions

• Kolping Emergency Relief & Reconstruction work 

was carried out in 3 phases:

• Covid Emergency Relief Project (During First 

Wave)

• Covid Livelihood Reconstruction (Additional 

Support) 

• Strengthening Health Infrastructure and 

supporting   Health Care Workers (Second 

Wave) 



COVID 19 KOLPING INDIA’s RESPONSE IN A NUTSHELL 

Types of Intervention Major activities No. of Beneficiaries

Covid-19  Emergency Relief Distribution of food packets to homeless and 

migrants, grocery items to poor families

21000 food packets were distributed to 

homeless people and migrant labours

3687 families of Kolping  Members

Distribution of Facemasks, Sanitizers 1000+ Frontline health and sanitary 

workers 

Covid Sensitisation Program Printing and distribution of pamphlets and 

posters on Covid safe behaviour 

General public in 33 Kolping Regions

Covid-19 Family Safety Medical 

Kit

Medical Kit consisting of items to safeguard 

oneself from Covid infection 

550 Kolping Families

Support to Hospitals Supply of essential equipments to Hospitals to 

treat Covid patients

Hospitals and dispensaries were 

supported

Children Education Support Financial support 20 Kolping Families

Livelihood Reconstruction 

Measures  

Financial support to revive livelihood activities 352 Kolping members



Active Kolping Volunteerism 

• Despite the threat of infection, many 
Kolping members volunteered to be part of 
‘Kolping Cares’ a project through whom the 
Covid relief work was executed.

• Kolping members were involved in cooking, 
packing and distribution of food packets to 
the needy. 



Kolping India Emergency Relief 

21,000 freshly cooked food packets were

distributed to stranded migrants and street

dwellers during the pandemic period



• Kolping India through Kolping Cares helped :

- 3687 Kolping members received Grocery items to meet their family diet for

over a week during the lockdown period

Kolping India was sensitive to the food preferences of the affected members when procuring items

for distribution. The relief kit comprising of grocery items vary from place to place based on the

people’s food habits.

Kolping India Emergency Relief



• Kolping India through Kolping Cares :

• Distributed Facemasks and Sanitizers to 1600 Frontline health care workers and Kolping
members involved in Covid work

• Kolping India affirmatively responded to the call of the Government to support their
intervention to curb the COVID pandemic. Kolping India as a leading NGO came in touch
with the Commissioner of Greater Chennai Corporation, providing face mask, gloves and
hand sanitizers for Corporation health workers who were more vulnerable to corona virus
infection. The need based support was appreciated by the Corporation Commissioner.

Kolping India Emergency Relief



COVID 
INTERVENTION 
FAMILY SAFETY KIT  
DISTRIBUTED TO 
550 KOLPING 
MEMBERS



COVID INTERVENTION 

DONATED MEDICAL 
EQUIPMENTS TO HOSPITALS 
THAT ARE OF CRITICAL 
REQUIREMENT TO TREAT 
COVID PATIENTS

St. Thomas Hospital, Chennai

Holy Cross Hospital, Nagercoil





- 352 members were supported to
reconstruct their livelihood
aftermath the Covid pandemic
through promotion of 27
Collective enterprises and 144
Individual Income Generation
activities

Stitched Garments lined up for sale  - Tailoring Unit started as 
Collective Income generation activity at Cochin Kolping Region

Organic Vegetable Outlet at 
Dindigul Kolping Region

Appalam Poo (Snack) production unit 
at Tirunelveli Kolping Region

Roadside Food Stall at Avadi at Chennai Kolping region
Hand bags, Pouches, School bags stitching at Salem Kolping 

Region

Kolping India Reconstruction Measures



- 27 members from Irurar tribal community at

Chengalpattu Kolping Region had purchased

goats under Covid Livelihood

Reconstruction Project

COVID 
LIVELIHOOD
RECONSTRUCTION



COVID 
LIVELIHOOD
RECONSTRUCTION

160 families of Narikuravar (Gypsy) community at

Pallavaram near Chennai was supported with Grocery and

Sanitary items three times during the pandemic.



This initiative of Kolping India was much appreciated and acknowledged in the public domain.

Some Media Coverage



Humanitarian Assistance

KOLPING CARES IS ESTABLISHED AS A BRAND 



Time for 
Questions & Clarification 



THANK YOU


